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Amendment* to |hg Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

lAMnn ofClalmai 
1-16. (Cancelled) 

17. (Currently amended) A database foruao used in managing a pricing agent in a computer, 
comprising; 

a pricing profile table comprising a set of profile records, each record identifying a URL site, a 
list of included items, a scan interval, and a pointer to a site template; 

a $ite template table comprising a set of site templates, each site template comprising leweai 
instructions for parsing a data stream to identify given data; and 

a price table comprising a set of pricing records, each record identifying an item name, an 
associated price value, g date and a tim e said record was created^and atl e cston e a^source ^hcrejn price 
data corresDQttdinp to said item name is au t omatically collected with a periodicity equal W the scan 
interval to produce historical data, 

18. (Previously presented) The database of claim 17 further including a threshold table comprising a 
set of threshold records, each record identifying a threshold type, a threshold value, and a threshold 
comparison operator. 

19. (Currently amended) The database of claim 17 wherein each profile record further includes a list 
of excluded ^.h that information i s not collected for a given item in the list of gasluded ifemg , eveq 
if the given item matches fin included torn in a fiizzv matching algorithm. 

20. (Currently amended) A computer used to manage a pricing agent, comprising: 
a browser; 

a database comprising: 

a pricing profile table comprising a set of profile records, each record identifying a URL 
site, a list of included items, a scan interval, and a pointer to a site template; 

a site template table comprising a set of site templates, each site template comprising 
lexical instructions for parsing a data stream to identify given data; and 
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a price table comprising a set of pricing records, each record identifying an item name, 
and associated price value, * date and a time said record wfl$ crea ted jmd < * least on e a source; 
and 

code executable in the browser during processing of a given pricing profile record at the 
scan interval for parsing data retrieved form the URL site according to the site template to 
generate a data record for each included it» ™ , ^h? rein P" ce data corresponding K> said item ^ 
ic «ffi 9 m«Hca!1v collected with a periodic ity equal to the scan interval to produce historical date- 

21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Previously presented) The database of claim 17, wherein the database receives queries from a 
pricing agent. 

23. (Previously presented) The database of claim 22, wherein the pricing agent provides data to the 
database using the set of profile records, 

24. (Previously presented) The database of claim 17, wherein the pricing table provides an 
identification of URL sites to be scanned for data, 

25. (Previously presented) The database of claim 1 8, wherein the threshold table indicates when a 
threshold condition is reached to trigger a threshold event. 

26. (Previously presented) The database of claim 25, wherein threshold event is a sending of an 
email. 

27. (Previously presented) The database of claim 25, wherein the site templates include matching 
criteria. 

28. (Currently amended) The database of claim 25, wherein each site template includes a scanning 
template that indicates [[who]] hoai to scan for item names and corresponding prices. 

29. (New) A computer used to manage a pricing agent, comprising: 
a browser; 

a database comprising: 
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a pricing profile table comprising a set of profile records, each record identifying a URL 
8ite, a list of included items, a list of excluded items, a scan interval, and a pointer to a site 
template, wherein information ia not collected for a given item in the list of excluded items, even 
if the given item matches an included item in a fuzzy matching algorithm; 

a site template table comprising a set of site templates, each site template containing 
instructions for parsing a data stream to identify given data, a scanning template that indicates 
how to scan for item names and corresponding prices, and matching criteria; 

a price table comprising a set of pricing records, each record identi fying an item name, 
and associated price value, a date and a time said record was created, and a source; 

a threshold table comprising a set of threshold records, each record identifying a 
threshold type, a threshold value, and a threshold comparison operator, wherein when a threshold 
condition is reached, a message is sent to a user; 

code executable in the browser during processing of a given pricing profile record at the 
scan interval for parsing data retrieved from the URL site according to the site template to 
generate a data record for each included item, wherein price data corresponding to said item name 
ia automatically collected with a periodicity equal to the scan interval to produce historical data. 
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